
SECTION 1 —- Short Title.
Veterans Judicial Support Act.

SECTION 2 — General Objectives.
This Act has the objective of channeling veterans who enter the

criminal justice system toward rehabilitative programs rather than
incarceration.  It requires the establishment of a “veteran’s court”
to hear all cases in the criminal justice system involving veterans
as a defendant, and requires that the court make all possible
efforts to channel veterans toward rehabilitation programs.  

SECTION 3 — Veterans Court.
Chapter 211B is hereby amended by inserting after the words

“juvenile court departments,” in the first sentence, the following
words: — veterans court departments.

SECTION 4 — Veterans Court Defined.
The General Laws are hereby amended by inserting after

chapter 222 the following chapter:
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HOUSE . . . . . . . No. 863
By Ms. Jehlen of Somerville, petition of Patricia D. Jehlen and

others for legislation to creat a veterans court in the Commonwealth.
The Judiciary.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

In the Year Two Thousand and Five.

A N ACT CREATING A VETERANS COURT IN THE COMMONWEALTH OF

MASSACHUSETTS.

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts

Patricia D. Jehlen
Anne M. Paulsen

PETITION OF:

Benjamin Swan
Cory Atkins



CHAPTER 223
VETERANS COURT

Section 1.  Divisions, Definitions. The veterans court estab-
lished under section one of chapter two hundred and twenty three
shall consist of divisions, one for each county.  Each division shall
have two justices, selected on a volunteer basis from active jus-
tices within each county.  

Section 2. Selection.  Judges willing to serve the veterans court
will submit applications to the joint committee on the judiciary.
The joint committee shall select justices based on the criteria
established in accordance with section 4.  If the requisite number
of justices for each division cannot be met through the volunteer
process, the committee may assign justices.  

Section 3.  Jurisdiction.  Veterans courts shall have original
jurisdiction of all cases arising from the criminal code of Massa-
chusetts involving a veteran as a defendant as defined by statutory
provision under Massachusetts law.  

Section 4. Rules.  Cases heard by the veteran’s court shall be
governed by rules promulgated by the Supreme Judicial Court, in
consultation with the Executive Department of Veteran’s Services.
Such rules shall define criteria for selection of justices of the vet-
erans court and design an application for service.  Such rules shall
specify that the judicial officers of the veteran’s court shall make
every effort to channel veterans toward rehabilitative and non-
penal punishments rather than incarceration. Such rules shall also
specify a mechanism for veterans to choose between operation in
the veteran’s court or the established court system. Such rules
shall establish all procedures for veterans including conduct of
proceedings before the hearing officers, approval of hearing offi-
cers’ orders, and judgments by justices of the veteran’s court
departments.  

Section 5.  Staff.  The staff of the veteran’s court shall consist
of the staff of the justices non-veteran’s court responsibilities.  

Section 6. Evaluation Provision.  The above provisions shall be
effective for a term of three years and cease unless renewed.  
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